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The Isle of Purbeck is an area of about 60 square miles,
situated in South Dorset in southern England.
Although bounded by sea to the south and east, and
by Poole Harbour and the River Frome to the north,
it is not strictly speaking an island at all. Nevertheless,
to both local people and to the tourists, who come in
droves each year to visit, it may safely be said that
Purbeck resembles an island paradise.

For those who wish simply to enjoy the scenery,
Purbeck can offer spectacular cliffs, a large variety of
sea birds, sandy beaches, rolling hills, heathlands and
forests, ancient churches, and the mighty if ruined
monument of Corfe Castle as its ‘jewel in the crown'.
For those who wish to delve deeper, however, there
are other treats in store.

Every region has its association with eminent, flam-
boyant, or notorious characters, and Purbeck is no ex-
ception. In this volume are to be found pirates; a
smuggler — who was also a churchwarden; a spirited
lady who, during the English™ Civil War, mounted a
heroic defence of Corfe Castle; a farmer, who became
famous in medical circles, and a clay merchant, who
was an associate of Josiah Wedgwood, and many oth-
ers.

Each of the personalities highlighted helped to create,
in his or her unique way, the threads, of which the
colourful tapestry of Purbeck is woven. In recounting
their varied lives, Dorset author Andrew Norman
conjours up a fascinating galaxy of personalities to
illuminate the history of this most characterful corner
of England.
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Corfe Castle’s Norman keep, which has
stood for over 750 years and is visible from
as far away as Poole, 7 miles distant as the
crow flies.

Chief ustice Sir john Bankes, by Gilbert
Jackson. Photo: The National Trust
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Soon after the outbreak of hostilitics, Sir John was sammaoned to York, ro
join King Charles's Privy Council. By failing to oppose the Militia Bill,
and thereby offending his sovereign, he demonstrated wh
Viola Bankes described as,
stubbornness.” This Bill, which was pur forward in December 1641,

descendant

pendent judgment, which amounted to

proposed that the King surrender both his control of the armed forces, and

nders, and that Parliament should be

granted these n;,mw(n ad. The King refused to give this Bill his assent.
Sir John had good reasons for acting as he did, as a letter, which he wrote
to- Mr Green, Member of Parliament for Corfe, on the current dispute
between Charles and Parliament demonstr.

T have studied all meanes which way matters may be brought to a good
gh

1 warrs, it

con

wsion between the king and the hou of Parliament], all

wayes of force will be distructiv d if we should h:
would make us a miserable people, and might introduce foreign powers;

therefore, there is no other way left but the way of accommodatin.. "

In ather words, Sir John was elearly no warmonger.

In 1643, the rebel forces made their first attempt to take Corfe Castle;
choosing a time when Sir John was away in Oxford, having responded to
a summons from the King to muster there. The rebel commanders Sic
Walter Erie and Sir Thomas Trenchard, had already achieved great success
by capturing all the important towns between Poole and Lyme RLg They
chose May Day an which to arrack, when they knew that
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Josiah Wedgwood. Photo:The Wedgwood John Mowlem.
Example of a double-page spread. Museum Trust, Barlaston, Staffordshire Photo: David Haysom Collection



